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Dr Ranjana Aggarwal
new Director of CSIR

Chandigarh

The Prime Minister, Nar
endra Modi has appoint
ed Dr Ranjana Aggarwal,
Professor, Department of
Chemistry, Kurukshetra
University Kurukshetra as
the new Director of Coun
cil of Scientific and Indus
trial Research - National
Institute of Science Tech
nology and Development
Studies (CSIR-NISTADS),
New Delhi. NISTADS 1s
one of the CSIR Institutes
under the Central Govern
ment and the Prime Minis
ter serves as its President.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan,
Cabinet Minister for Sci
ence and Technology is
the Vice-President of the
premier research body.

The appointment of Dr.
Ranjana Aggarwal has
been made for a tenure of
six years. This prestigious
institute is devoted to a
study of various aspects
of interaction among sci
ence, society and state and
exploring continuously
the interface between
Science, Technology and
Society.

Prof. Aggarwal obtained
her B.Sc., M.Sc. and PhD
degrees from Kurukshetra
University and then after
carrying out postdoctoral
research on erythromycin
biosynthesis at Cambridge
University, UK. She joined
her Alma mater in 1995
as lecturer. Subsequently,
she worked in many well
known European Labs such
as Cambridge University,

Trinity College Dublin, and
University of Trieste. She is
actively collaborating with
scientists of USA, Spain
and Ireland. Presently she
is Professor of Chemist
and Director, Women's
Studies Research Centre
at Kurukshetra University.

Her research interests
consists of design and
synthesis of azahetero
cycles, involving green
reagents, of therapeutic
interest as anticancer, an
ti-inflammatory, antimi
crobial and photodynamic
agents. Recently she has
been granted a research
grant of Rs. 20 lakh by
Haryana State Council for
Science and Technology
to develop new leads to
treat cancer by targeting
DNA.
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THE TRIBUNE

KU profis
newdirector
of NISTADS

CHANDIGARH, JUNE18

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has appointed Prof
Ranjana Aggarwal from the
Department of Chemistry,
Kurukshetra University
(KU), as the new director of
the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research- Nation-
al Institute of Science, Tech-
nology and Development
Studies (CSIR-NISTADS),
New Delhi.

NISTADS is one of the
CSIR institutes, which
come under the Union Gov-
ernment, with the PMbeing
its president. Dr Harsh
Vardhan, Cabinet Minister
for Science and Technology,
is the vice-president of the
premier research body.

Prof Aggarwal, who has
been appointed for six years,
did her BSc, MSc and PhD
from the KU and then carried
out  her  post-doctoral
research at Cambridge Uni-
versity (UK). She joined her
alma mater in 1995 as a lec-
turer. Subsequently, she
worked in European labs
such as Cambridge Universi-
ty, Trinity College, Dublin
andthe University of Trieste.

Her research contribu-
tions have been acknowl-
edged in the form of awards
notably = Commonwealth
Fellowship (2003-2004), Dr
Basudev Banerji Memorial
Award (2014) by the Indian
Chemical Society and Prof
SS Katiyar Endowment
Award (2015) by the Indian
Science Congress. — TNS

The Tribune ;7. &3
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